St Dominic

The Dominican Order, both in its origin and internal development,
offers a strong contrast to the Franciscan; and such conflicts a> aro>e
within it were neither so violent, persistent, nor so radical a* those which
divided the followers of St Francis.

Dominic was bora at Caleruega in Old Castile in 1170, His parents
were well off, but there is no conclusive evidence that either of them
belonged to the noble family of Guzman. Educated first in the house-
hold of his maternal uncle, the arch-priest of Gumiel de Izan, he was sent
at the age of fourteen to the schools of Palencia, where he studied arts and
then theology for ten years. In 1191 during a famine he is said to have
sold all his goods, including his books, to feed the starving. After finish-
ing his studies he was made Canon of Osma, where the Bishop Martin
de Bazan was reforming his chapter according to the Augustinian Rule
and with the help of Diego de Azevedo. Diego, on his election as bishop
in 1201, appointed Dominic as sub-prior. Being sent on a royal mission,
he took the sub-prior with him, and at Toulouse Dominic had his first
controversy with an Albigensian heretic, at whose house he lodged. At
Montpellier Diego advised the papal legates and Cistercian abbots who
had come to convert the heretics to give up their luxuries and imitate
the simple and self-denying life of their opponents, Dominic adopted
the life of voluntary poverty and went about on foot preaching and
disputing. He found that the daughters of poor noble families were
being entrusted by their parents to heretics, who maintained and edu-
cated them. He founded in 1206, with the help of Fulk, Bishop of
Toulouse, a house at Prouille where such girls could be senL The insti-
tution by degrees changed its character and became the first monastery
of Dominican nuns. Dominic remained in the country for ten years
(1205-1216) till the death of Simon de Montfort, often in personal
danger after the outbreak of the war in 1208. He had no fear: "I have
not yet deserved a martyr's death." He received from the papal legate
the power to reconcile to the Church converted heretics, and all the acts
recorded of him at this period are acts of reconciliation. Whether this
office also implied the power to hand over obstinate heretics to the
secular arm is not clear. Dominic is only once mentioned expressly as
present at a burning of heretics, and then according to Theodoric of
Apoldia he saved one of the victims from the flames.

Dominic by degrees collected a small band of preachers round him,
among the first being Peter Cellani, or Seila, a wealthy citizen of Tou-
louse, who in 1215 gave his house to Dominic. From Simon de Montfort
he received the castle of Cassanel. Bishop Fulk in 1&15 granted formal
recognition to "Brother Dominic and his companions, as preachers, to
extirpate heresy," and allotted for their maintenance one-sixth of the
tithes of the dio'cese, together with several churches. In this year Dominic
accompanied Fulk to the Lateran Council, and laid before Innocent HI
his plan for the establishment of an Order of Preachers who should not
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